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The Upper Guyandotte Wa-
tershed Association is working
on a study to assess discharges
of untreated household waste-
water into our r ivers and
streams. Preliminary results of
the study show that approxi-
mately 2,2OO homes (677o of
the total) in the Upper Guyan-
dotte river watershed do not
have adequate wastewatertreat-
ment.

A watershed is a basin-like
landform defined by ridgelines.
Our watershed includes all of
the land area over which sur-
face water flows to reach the
Upper Guyandotte River. The
study, therefore,looks at all the
communities in southem Ra-
leigh County and eastern Wyo-
ming County.

It is a serious problem when
over 2,000 homes are discharg-
ing raw sewage into the river.
Pollution from one community
affects everyone who lives
downstream. This type of pol-
lution can carry dangerous dis-
eases and is a serious human

health concem. Both the fed-
eral Clean Water Actand West
Virginia state laws require that
the rivers be cleaned up in or-
der to ensure safety in their use
forfishing, swimming, and as a
drinking water source.

The goal of the UGWA
wastewater project is to iden-
tify affordable methods to treat
wastewater in local communi-
ties, eliminate sources of raw
sewage, and improve the qual-
ity of life in our watershed.
Everyone deserves to have
clean water. UGWA welcomes
any and all local input and par-
ticipation in the project and
expects the study to be com-.
pleted by the end of rhe year.
We will be working through-
out the summer and fall to pro-
vide opportunities for public
input. Look for UGWA tables,
flyers and public meetings.

The financial support of the
following organizations has
been crucial to the develop-
ment of the study: wyoming
County Commission, Canaan

Valley Institute, WV Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion, Mountain Resource Con-
servation and Development
Council, and the Rural Appala-
chian Improvement League.
Thank you for your support!

Many other partners are also
assisting with the project: Wyo-
ming County Health Depart-
ment, Raleigh County Com-
miss ion ,  Beck ley -Ra le igh
County Health Department,
Crab Orchard MacArthur Pub-
lic Service District, City of
Mullens, Wyoming County
Board of Education, West Vir-
ginia Conservation Agency,
Southem Conservation District,
WV Ministry of Advocacy and
Work Camps, Upper Guyan-
dotte Chapter Trout Unlimited,
West Virginia Bureau for Pub-
lic Health and the Virginia De-
partment :  of  Health.

call294-
6188 or visit .we-bsite at

r.  UGWA
meets the second Monday of
each month at 7 Dm at the MOC.


