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Cleaner and safer water sought for Rhodell
By Matthelv Hill
REGISTER,HERALD REPORTER

Ideas and expertise were in abundance
at the Rhodell Volunteer Fire Deoart-
ment this week.

What was lacking received the most
attention: money.

The Upper Guyandotte Watershed As-
sociation sponsored the community
meeting Ttresday night to discuss how to
make Rhodell's water supply cleaner and
sarer."The goals for our meeting were to
bring.people fi'om the commun"ity togeth-
er with our panel of exDerts and raise
awareness oi the issues involved," said
Kelly Jo Drey, MSTA volunteer for the
UGWA."We also wanted to get all of our op-
tions out there for consideration. I think
the meeting was a success. There was a
positive response to the ideas presented.
We want to empower the community to
take action on these issues."

l l t
Rhodell has its share of water prob-

lems. but the primary cono:rn discussed
at the meeting was the entry of raw
sewage into the water supply. To clean
up the water supply is to encourage de-
velopment of inllastructurc and jobl, ac-

cording to Andrew Lake of Small Flows
Clearinghouse, which works in conjunc-
tion with the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency."The only way you're going to get in-
frastructure her-e is to haie cllean iater.'

Mark Ehrnschwender. spokesman for
Plateau Action Network, told ofhis exTe-
riences in plalning and developing wa-
ter treatment solutions for smill, iural
communi t ies in  Fayet te County and
elsewnere.'14/hat you want is a mmmunity-based
solution," he said. "Partnerships, man-
agemenl and education are very impor-
f,ant-

Potential solutions ranged from pack-
age plants, which servioias few as two
homes, to a more centralized treatment
center for an entire watershed, such as
Upper Guyandotte."We did house-to-house surveys rn
Winona to s tudv sept ic  tanks."  Ehrn-
schwender said when asked whether the
current problem involved septic Lanks
leaking. "It's not that septiclanks are
leaking. They're not there."

I t t
One thing all the experts could agree

on is the nded for fundine. Cbff Panlel
of the West Virginia Ruril Communitv
Assistance Program said you must havi

'buy-in" from the residents to have a suc-
cessful nlan."Package plants can be expensive.
Thev require chemicals. electricit. .t" "
il.!id'*'-

Norm Kirkham of the Resion 1 Plan-
ning and Development Cduncil shed
lighl on the need frir money and manage-
mint. "Management is clircial. If weto
this, the dayiof llee sewer are over. We
have to frnd a feasible plan and work
through the proper govemment bodies. I
mean, we could clean up this creek to-
morrow, but we have to find a feasible
way to do it," he explained."Be careful what you wish for,"
Kirkham cautioned- 

'

For those who are interested in settins
rnvolved, Drey_said to call Upper Cuyani
dotte Watershed Association at 294-

''There are a lot ofifs in the srant/loan
process," Ehmschwender said. 'We will
always have more need than money."

Ehmschwender said the olan is not to
replace septic tanks. Rathir. q goJem-
mental regulatory agency would take re-
sponsibility for regulating, cleaning and
maintaining them for a monthly user
fee. -Ihe fee would probably range be-
tween $15 irnd $20 per month." he said.

For those who are-interested in gettine
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